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has led to the recent development of the Far East as an almosi
self-subsistent agricultural and industrial area. In this devel-
opment strategic considerations have also played an important
part, for in the case of war with her eastern neighbours the
Far East would be difficult to defend had all supplies to be
brought overland for great distances along the Trans-Siberian
line (over 5000 miles from Moscow).
The Pre-Amur Region
Agriculture. Within the last fifteen years many new settlers
have come to this region, and in spite of such difficulties as
the dry spring season and the heavy summer rains, the com-
pensating factors of the warm summers and the rich valley
lowlands have made it possible to increase the number of
cattle and pigs and the acreage of crops.
The cultivation of the soil and the rearing of cattle are
carried on along the entire valley of the middle and upper
Amur. But above Svobodni, in the Zeya valley, and some
distance west of Blagoveschensk in the Amur valley, as the
lowlands become narrow, more restricted, and hemmed in
by the forested slopes, hay production, cattle-rearing, and
the growth of small crops of flax become the main occupations,
finally being replaced by lumbering, trapping, and hunting.
Similarly, below the Arnur-Bureya junction, although crops
are grown, cattle-rearing on the valley meadows is of primary
importance.
Everywhere the higher land of the mountains and plateaux
are the domains of the trappers, hunters, and lumbermen.
The most intensive development of the cultivation of crops
has taken place in the broad lowlands which lie between the
junctions of the Zeya and Bureya rivers with the Amur, and
along the lower parts of the two former rivers. Wheat is the
main crop, while oats occupy a considerable proportion of
the sown area, and some sugar beet, barley, and rye is
grown.
Cultivation is mainly on large mechanized state farms, very
necessary in view of the low density of population, and the